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WEST INDIA COLONIES. 


Lorp Sraney having last year moved for a Committee of the 
House of Commons, “to inquire into the state of the West India 
colonies, in reference to the existing relations between employers 
and labourers—the rate of wages—the system and expense of culti- 
vation—and the general state of their rural and domestic economy ;” 
the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society 
transmitted to various parties in the different West India colonies 
a set of queries on the above subjects; and the following is the 
substance of the voluminous replies which they received to them :— 


WAGES. 


Jamaica.— Brown’s Town.—1s. per diem for field labour on 
most of the estates; on others, in crop time, Is. 6d. is paid. Per- 
sons employed about the buildings receive something more, as they 
are engaged a greater number of hours. Rent is charged sepa- 
rately. Clarendon.—1s. 6d. to field labourers, 7. ¢., to the culti- 
vators of sugar,—of coffee, rather less. Artizans—carpenters, ma- 
sons, &c., 2s. 6d. per diem. Vere.—Field labour, 1s. 6d.; labour 
about the works the same. Rent of houses and grounds charged 
separately. St. Ann’s Bay.—To head men, 2s. per diem ; to first 
class field labourers, 1s. 6d.; to second class, 1s. 3d. Rent and 
wages on most estates kept distinct. St. Ann’s and Trelawney.— 
1s. 6d. to field labourers. Those employed about the works make 
from 1s. 6d. to 2s. 6d. per diem, but are employed a greater num- 
ber of hours. Rent is generally charged separately. Spanish 
Town.—1s. 6d. is the average rate of wages for field labourers, 
and from 1s. 6d. to 2s. and upwards, to tradesmen and persons 
employed about the works in the manufacture of sugar. nt in 
almost all cases is now charged separately. Corntwall.—Those 
employed about the works in the manufacture of sugar, receive 
generally 2s. per diem for twelve hours’ labour, or thereabouts, 
a few pence more or less occasionally, according to circumstances. 
For field labourers the wages are Is. 6d. per diem. 


Note.—The labourers generally work five days in the weck, and 
nine hours a day. Except during crop, the estates generally do not 
require, and could not employ the labourers six days. This is the 
nature of the demand for labour in Jamaica. For a short period it is 
in great request, and, during the rest of the year, the labour market is 
frequently overstocked, 


. Antigua.—The present average rate of wages per diem to the 
cultivators of sugar, or to those employed about the buildings in 
the manufacture of sugar, varies from 9d. to Is. 14d. sterling. To 
resident adults rent is not charged separately, but is necessarily 
included in the wages. : 

Sr. Kirrs.—From 1s. 03d. to 1s. 4d. for adult labourers, vari- 
ously employed; rent included. 

Demersra.—The usual sum now paid for field labourers is, for 
one task of 74 hours, one guilder (1s. 44d. sterling) ; and when a 
second task is performed on the same day, 5 bits (1s. 9d. sterling). 
From four to six bits is given to persons employed in and about the 
buildings, with the addition of a cooked meal per diem, during the 
manufacture of sugar; the average time of the employment of 
such labourers being as follows :—Megass (fuel) carriers, and those 
employed throwing out canes to feed the engine, 10 hours; en- 
gineers, boilerand firemen, from 12 to 14 hours. No attempt is 
made to charge for cottages, unless the labourer should fail in the 

‘ormance of six tasks weekly, in which case a fine is, if possible, 
exacted of 2 bits for cach task deficient: this is called house 
rent. 

METHOD OF PERFORMING LABOUR. 


_ Jamaica.—In Jamaica we learn that labour is principally per- 
formed by the job. This plan is preferred by both master and 
servant, when practicable. The prices are the same as were paid 
to the Be! wer when working during their own time, but these 
vary in the different parishes. In Vere and Clarendon, for digging 
100 cane-holes, 3s, Hoeing canes, from 8s. to 10s. per acre; if 
not very foul, 6s.: cutting canes, from 73d. to 9d. per load. One 
man will cut from two and a half to three loads of canes in one 
day, working hard. Boiling juice, 3d. per pan to every one in the 
spell, amounting to about twenty persons. 

Antigua.—Labour is principally performed by the job; gene- 
rally they earn from 4s. 6d. to 9s. sterling per eck. 

Sr. Krrrs.—Labour is performed principally by the da 
there is much jobbing done, which is princi 
planters require — . 

DemErars.—Jobbing is not resorted to except in trenching, and 
in the performance of work about the buildings. 


RENT OF COTTAGES AND GROUNDS. 
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rental is 1s, per week; size of ground, half an acre. St. Ann’s 
Bay —1s. per week. St. Ann’s and Trelawney.—In the former 
it ranges from 1s, to 2s.; in the latter, 6d. diem is deducted 
from the wages of each working member of a family: the rent, 
therefore, costs every such person from 2s. to 2s. 6d. per week, 
Cornwall.—Rental weekly of a tolerable house and ground, 2s.; 
seldom higher, even for good houses,—something lower for bad 
ones, or where no grounds are attached. In some places, grounds, 
though allowed, are not paid for; the cottages alone are charged, 
according to their value, from 9d. to 1s. 6d. weekly » generally 1s. 
On some estates no rent is charged at all. 

Anticua.—Some of the jobbers, of which there are gangs, have 
recently rented a few houses on one estate, to avoid the penalties of 
the contract law, for which they pay 9s. per month. 

Sr. Kirrs.—About half a doliar (or 2s. 1d. sterling) per week 
is about the usual average rent paid. 

Demerana.—A newly erected cottage, capable of containing 
two families, will cost from 40/. to 80/., in some cases 100/. Allow 
15 per cent. for interest of capital and incidental repairs; on the 
larger sum 12s. 6d. per month would be a reasonable rent for a 
family. The value of the grounds would depend on many circum- 
stances—its extent, nature, and locality; and although of no use to 
the planter, who merely grants occupancy of the superfluous land 
of the estate for such a purpose, yet a provision ground may be 
estimated as worth a dollar weekly to the industrious heads of a 
family, perhaps more, where there is facility of access to markets. 


RELATIVE COST OF PRODUCTION UNDER SLAVERY AND 
FREEDOM. 


Jamaica.— Spanish Town.—The expense of manufacturing 
sugar is at the rate of from 4/. to 6/. per hogshead, varying accord- 
ing to the circumstances and locality of the estate; but, in almost 
every instance, (as it appears by the testimony of a large number 
of both managers and proprietors of estates,) sugar is now manu- 
factured at a cheaper rate than under the previous system of sla- 
very and apprenticeship. The general opinions of correspondents 
at Vere, Clarendon, and other parts of the island, confirm this 
statement. 

Anticgua.—The relative cost of the cultivation and manufacture 
of a hogshead of sugar is in favour of freedom, as is generally 
admitted. ) 

Sr. Kirrs.—Have never heard any one in this island dispute the 
fact, that sugar is cultivated and manufactured at a less expense - 
under the present free system. 

Demerara.—Sir Michael M‘Turk in 1838 voted for complete 
emancipation, from a conviction that it would be cheaper to make 
sugar with freemen than with apprentices. As apprenticeship 
scarcely differed from slavery but in name, it would seem, from the 
opinion of so competent a judge, that free labour was the chea 
in British Guiana ; and when the purchase money of slaves—t 
loss by death—the expenses attendant on their food and clothing— 
the rearing of the young, and the maintenance of the aged and 
infirm—no part of which is now borne by the proprietor, is taken 
into the account, it cannot be doubted but that the actual state of 
things is more favourable to the proprietor; and copetey. whe 
the , ie sum received by him as compensation for the ‘slaves is 
considered. ser 

SUPPLY OF LABOUR. © =" 


Jamaica.—From Brown's Town, Clarendon, Vere, St. Ann's 
Bay, Spanish Town, and Cornwall, we learn that the supply. of 
labour is fully equal to the demand, wherever fair wages and regular 
payments are given. There were complaints last year (1841) in. 
some districts, that there were not enough hands to take off the 
pimento crop, and that in consequence, on many properties half the 
crop was lost. This may be easily accounted for. During slavery 
and the apprenticeship, there was generally a gang of labou urers 
sufficient to take off the crop on these properties; at other times. 
but few were required for the regular work; the remainder were 
jobbed out to the sugar estates at is. 6d. per diem. After the abo-. 
ition of the apprenticeship, those whose ‘labour was not required 
had to travel considerable distances in search of employment; and. 
finding this inconvenient, great numbers left the pimento properties, 
The consequence was, those in full work would not leave it for the 
precarious, but, parent, more profitable employment of pimento. 
picking: hence this lack of labour. There were, however, other’ 


‘causes which prevented the whole crop from being gathered in. . 

1, It was unusually large. 2. Some “en srpaay refused to pay the. 

market price for labour. 3. Others began too late. 4. Some did 
regularly, others not at all. : < 
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negroes. ‘On the contrary, so steadily and well have’ their 
been directed, that not only have they carried on the’ cultive 
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the estates, but in many places they have even changed the aspect 
of the county oom ated denoetfoibats into smi villages. 

‘Women are still in the ‘field, and have not, as is generally sup- 
posed, been withdrawn in any great numbers from agricultural 
pursuits; the boys and girls are generally in the field—In the 
schools there are hardly any above fourteen years of age. 

St. Ann’s and Trelawney.—It appears there have been com- 
plaints of deficiency of labour in these parishes, which arises from 
a change of settlement; the result in many cases of the oppressive 
per capita system of charging rent, by which not a few only, but 
whole masses of labourers have been driven from their location ; 
change of occupation ; the partial withdrawal of women and chil- 
dren ; and, lastly, the irregular payments of wages. On some 
estates the labourers were paid nothing for about eight weeks. 

The deficiency which has taken place since the advent of free- 
dom, from change of. occupation, has probably been fully, if not 
more than compensated by the number of superfluous servants dis- 
missed from the domiciles of estates, together with the number of 
tradesmen and others once uselessly employed. 

Anticua.—Here the supply of labour is not equal to the de- 
mand. This arises certainly not from the indolence of the labourer, 
but from change of occupation and residence. Many of the upper 
people, with their families, have withdrawn from plantation labour, 
and settled themselves on their own small purchased allotments, 
where they plant arrowroot, vegetables, &c. ; some of whom having 
also succeeded in purchasing a horse and cart, which they job with 
to the town of St. John’s, or to the neighbouring estates, manage 
to obtain a decent livelihood. Generally the women are employed 
as heretofore, but most of the children have been withdrawn, and 
placed at school ; a few only return when they have left the school. 

Norse.—The amount of labour in -intigua is said not to be equal to 
the demand. This arises from an extended cultivation which has taken 
place since the abolition of slavery in 1834, as may be seen from the 
large increase of exports since that period. 

Sr. Kirrs.—Although many of the headmen, women, and chil- 
dren, on some estates, have partially withdrawn themselves from 
the regular cultivation of sugar, the supply of labour in this island 
is certainly more than equivalent to the demand for it. 

Demerara.—The supply of labour is in many cases equal to the 
demand, several managers declaring they do not want additional 
hands, although all are obliged to join in the general outcry for 
immigration. Their not doing so would expose them to public 
edium and private resentment. No planter in British Guiana can 

ume to express an opinion at variance with the nine or ten 

ing attornies and proprietors of the old school, who give the 
tone to the community. 

Many women have withdrawn, either wholly or in part, from 
‘* Estates’ Labour.” They attend to domestic offices, bake bread, 
become sempstresses, washerwomen, &c. The children under 
twelve years of age chiefly attend the parish or missionary schools, 
working only occasionally, as the business of the estate requires, 
carrying dry megass for fuel, &c. 

No negro is idle; he is at all times employed, either for the 
estate or for himself, unless when prevented by sickness or other 
disability. Nothing, however, is considered work or employment, 
except what is done for the master; and by merely performing a 
daily task of 74 hours, no reputation for industry is acquired, that 
being the smallest quantum of labour to entitle the servant to retain 
unmolested his house and ground. 


ESTATES GONE OUT OF CULTIVATION. 


Jamaica.— Clarendon.—None in this neighbourhood, except 
from causes wholly.unconnected with the supply of labour. The 
t expense of conveying produce from estates situated in the 
high parts of Clarendon, has caused a few to be sold in lots to the 
urers. Vere.—No estates have been thrown up since free- 
dom ; all are in thorough cultivation, and could extend cultivation 
if needed. St. Ann’s Bay.—Notone. St. Ann’s, Brown’s Town. 
—No sugar estates, but two or three pimento estates for want of 
capital. Z'relawney.—The cultivation of one has nearly ceased : 
being in chancery, it is said the manager is not supplied with the 
necessary funds to carry on the cultivation. Bantak Town.—Only 
one since August, 1838, and this through bad management. For 
some time past, cultivation has been resumed on this property 
under a better system, and it is now in a flourishing state. Core 
wall.—None. 

_Antiaua.—No estate has gone out of cultivation since the 
Ist of August, 1838; on the contrary, some of those which had 
been thrown 'out of cultivation have been re-established, and works 
have been erected on lands, previous thereto considered waste. 

Sr. Krrrs.—One or two estates have gone partially out of cul- 
tivation, which is alone ascribable to want of capital, or the inability 
of the proprietor to procure means for paying the usual price of 
labour. e cultivation is in many instances considerably ex- 
tended over lands long lying waste. 

Demerara.—One estate, plantation Industry, on the east coast, 
has been abandoned, as the people refused to work without wages. 


‘The property had previously been placed under sequestration, and 


the court would not authorize the curators to borrow money in order 


to carry it on. 
PURCHASE OF LAND BY THE LABOURERS, 


Jamaica.— St, Ann’s, Brown’s Town.—About two-thirds of the 


labourers in this district have purchased small freeholds. A few, 


two, three, or more acres. The majority only one acre, and man 
merely a.building lot. Glarenden~sitbe Soenveuiene ; 








in Clarendon is almost tyond belief. Vere,—Many 
have purchased land; av rehase, one acre each. The 
is chiefly poor, best adapted for dwelling houses: they depend on ‘the 
estates for work. St. Ann’s Bay.—Those connected with the 
congregations under the care of the Rev. T. F. Abbott have paid 
between 8,000/. and 4,000/. for land since 1838, on which cottages 
are being erected for between 200 and 300 families. Trelawney.— 
A considerable number have purchased lots of land, some in the 
mountains, but a larger proportion in the vicinity of estates. There 
are two villages within the ounds of my congregation (writes the 
Rev. Mr Blyth), one of them containing 50 lots, the other 70. 
The lots are generally small, one-eighth, a quarter, or half an acre. 
The small quantity of land they renders it necessary that 
they obtain employment on the neighbouring properties. From a 
part of St. Ann’s and Trelawney.—Three hundred and ninety-six 
rsons connected with the con tion of the Rev. B. B. Dexter 
ave expended 4,090/. sterling in the purchase of land, in quantities 
varying from about ten acres down to the small building lot—a few 
thousand superficial feet. One hundred and sixty-nine of these 
have expended 3,969/. in building houses for themselves and 
families ; many of these are only partially finished, while others are 
mere temporary huts till better can be afforded. Spanish Town.— 
The number of labourers in the district who have become proprie- 
tors of freeholds since emancipation, has been from 1,000 to 2,000, 
and the number of acres d by them is very little short of 
4,000. Cornwall.—To some extent they have become purchasers ; 
some have purchased lots in free villages, say a quarter of an acre 
for house and garden. Some have gone to the mountains, and pur- 
chased four or six acres for a settlement. 


Notse.—The labourers generally devote one or two days each week 
to the cultivation of their land; but the produce is insufficient to sup- 
port themselves and their families ; they are therefore glad to have 
employment on the estates, or as tradesmen. The instances of labourers 
who have become purchasers of land devoting themselves exclusively 
to the cultivation of it are comparatively rare. Requiring money for 
these very lands, which, in most cases, they pay for by instalments, 
and tur materials with which to construct their cottages, they have been 
glad of employment any where, within a reasonable distance of their 
abodes. 


Antigua.—The labourers have become purchasers of land, when- 
ever and wherever opportunity presented itself; at present the 
extent of their purchase is limited, for few persons will sell more 
than one acre toa labourer. The village system is rapidly increas- 
ing; but only small allotments of from 30 to 50 feet square can 
be obtained. 

Sr. Kirrs.—The labourers have become purchasers of land, but 
to a very limited extent. They generally, in such cases, work for 
some employer in the neighbourhood of their grounds for five days 
in the week. 

Demerara.—Since the combination of the planters to reduce 
wages at the commencement of the present year (1842), the negroes 
have become more decided purchasers of land. Where a family 
or a number of labourers join in the purchase of a piece of land, it 
is customary for some of them to proceed with its cultivation, and 
the sennheder to work on their former, or an adjoining estate. A 
few will likewise be occupied in the erection of the n 
buildings, and after every thing has been completed, the estates 
receive the spare labour, that is one-half in the first instance, and 
about four-fifths in the sequel ; a larger proportion than would pro- 
bably have been obtained had the individuals never quitted the 
property. 

RELATIVE VALUE OF LAND UNDER SLAVERY AND 
FREEDOM. 


Jamaica.—<St Ann’s, Brown’s Town.—Most of the landed 
ported has risen in value since the abolition of slavery. Vere.— 

nd has risen in price since freedom; price of Savannah land in 
former time, 2/.2s.; since freedom, 9/. 12s.; cane land, 197. 4s. per 
acre ; indeed, land cannot be obtained at any price in the parish of 
Vere. Clarendon.—Land has risen in value 400 per cent. During 
slavery, Savannah land could be bought for 14. or 2/. old currency ; 
now oe same: land costs 6/., 7/., and J. old currency; mountain 
land, which could formerly be bought for 2/., now costs from 8/. to 
107.; and in the neighbourhood of thriving villages, such as Four 
Paths, land will fetch from 20/. to 307, old currency. St. Ann’s 
Bay.—Land has risen very considerably ; in some populous districts 
in the vicinity of the estates, where the labourers are desirous of 
locating, its value has doubled or trebled; 157. sterling has been 
given per acre for land for a township, which, four years since, 
would not have been valued at 6. This rise is to be attributed to 
the fact, that but few proprietors of estates will sell land to the 
labourers, although attached to some of the estates there are hun- 
dreds of acres lying waste, and wholly unproductive. Z'relawney.— 
Generall cagitan it has poral es: fe risen, there way be excep- 
tions, as hi the case of pimento properties, that article having con- 


to a very large extent. The number of acres purcha Pe 
urers 
land 


siderably fallen in price. Spanish Town.—The value of landed 


property has very considerably increased since the abolition of 


slavery. Many of the properties are worth one-third more than 


they would have been valued at two or three years ago. Some are 
doubled in value; and lands which during slavery might have been 
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urchased at 2I., 3/., or 4J. sd acre, now obtain a ready sale at 


om 3/. to 201. per acre. From 201. to 601. per acre have been 


asked for lands in the vicinity of towns, which a short time since 


could have ‘been purchased for one-half, if not one-third of that 
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amount. Cornwall.—Land has risen here, but. there is little offered 
for sale in this parish. 

Sr. Kitrrs.—Shortly after ene the value of landed 
property became considerably enh ; but of late, in this island, 
and two or three of the smaller ones also, the great want of capital to 
support the losses of estates through continued seasons of drought, 
with the strong fears entertained by many that the Imperial Parlia- 
ment will admit foreign or slave-grown s at reduced duties, 
ire ne operated for the present iy dan the value of 

soil. 

Demerara.—The value of land has greatly increased since the 
abolition of slavery. During that period, the waste lands would 
have been given to any one who would have kept in repair the 
public road in front of the estate ; and it is notorious that abandoned 
estates or cattle farms have, in former times, been refused as a free 
gif on the like condition. In the village of Williamstown the land 

leased at five joes (7/. 17s. sterling) for lots of a quarter of an 
acre ; in other parts at fifty dollars (about ten guineas) for half an 
acre. The price of land when sold to the labourer has varied from 
62. to 1002. per acre, according to situation, &c. The average price 
may however be estimated at 25/. per acre. 

CAUSES OF DEFICIENCY IN LATE CROPS. 

The deficiency in the last two years’ crops is attributable, first, to 
the unfavourable seasons—long-continued droughts, followed, in 
some cases, as in Demerara, by excessive rains; secondly, to want 
of capital, which causes great irregularity in the payment of the 
wages of the labourers; thirdly, to bad management in the culti- 
vation of the estates; and lastly, to misunderstandings arising out of 
the mixing up of the question of rent and wages, the latter inducing 


the labourers to change their employers, or to become purchasers 
of land. 





OUTLINE OF THE PROPOSED SCHEME OF EMIGRATION 
FROM AFRICA TO THE WEST INDIES, 


AS AGREED UPON BY LORD STANLEY, ON THE SUGGESTION OF THE 
WEST INDIA PLANTERS. 


As the mode of legislating for Sierra Leone is not by order in Council, 
but by local act, the proper course will be for the local Legislature in the 
West Indies to prohibit the reception of immigrants brought in any other 
manner. 

As soon as the plan shall be fully matured, Lord Stanley will be pre- 
pared to instruct the Governor of Sierra Leone to issue a proclamation, 
announcing the intention of Her Majesty’s Government to undertake the 
general management and charge of emigration to the West Indies, and 
the due protection of such emigrants: His Lordship will further be pre- 
pared to instruct the Governor to give every encouragement to such 
emigration. 

In reference to captured negroes liberated by sentence of the Mixed 
Commission Court at Sierra Leone, being transferred to the West Indies, 
Lord Stanley does not object, provided such Africans do not object to go. 
Previous, however, to coming to any decision on the point, he would 
wish to consult the Governor of Sierra Leone on the subject. His Lord- 
ship must observe, that under the late treaty with Portugal, the Mixed 
Commission Courts for vessels taken under that treaty will no longer sit 
at Sierra Leone; but that Courts will sit at the Cape of Good Hope, 
Bona Vista, and Loanda, for the coast of Africa; and at Jamaica, for the 
West Indies. The treaty provides, that it is the duty of the capturing 
nation to take charge of the Africans liberated under the capture. 

All emigration from the West Coast of Africa to the West Indies shall 
be carried on by means of vessels hired by a Government agent, as in the 
case of transports; the whole expense to be repaid by the colonies to 
which such emigrants may go. 

The places proposed for emigrants are British Guiana, Trinidad, Ja- 
maica, Tobago, and St. Vincent. 

In British Guiana, Trinidad, and Jamaica, Lord Stanley would remark, 
that the plan known as the Bounty System has already been in operation; 
laws have been passed for regulating emigration, and sums of money have 
been voted for this purpose, of which a considerable sum still remains 
unappropriated in each colony. 

is Lordship would therefore submit, whether, such being the case, 
and with a view to the plan being brought into more speedy operation, it 
might not be advisable to proceed at once with respect only to these 
colonies. 

In stating this, Lord Stanley wishes it to be distinctly understood that 
it is not his wish or intention to preclude either Tobago or St. Vincent, 
or indeed any colony, from the arrangement ; on the contrary, His Lord- 
ship will be prepared, whenever any colony may have passed the neces- 
sary laws, and raised the requisite funds, to admit them to a full partici- 
pation of any benefits which may be derived from the system of 
emigration about to be adopted. 

In regard to the proportion of expenses to be borne by each colony 
to which either of these vessels may proceed with emigrants,—Lord 
Stanley wishes it to be clearly understood, that this is a question in 
which Her Majesty’s Government cannot interfere; it must be matter 
of arrangement between such of the colonies as may entitle themselves to 
receive emigrants ; and before Her Majesty’s Government can undertake 
to take up the vessels, it will be n that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment should be satisfied that they will receive repayment of whatever 
expenses they may incur. 

As, however, it is intended that three*vessels shall be taken for Jamaica, 
British Guiana, and Trinidad, it will only be necessary that each colony 
should provide for the expense of its own vessel. 

In all matters, however, of detail, His Lordship proposes to be guided 
by the opinion of the Emigration Commissioners, who have the subject 
under consideration, and are in communication with the parties interested. 

In reference to back to Sierra Leone to all emigrants, at a 
rate proportionable to the period of their residence during the first five 
years after their landing on the colony; and on the expiration of that 


time, if they have not been across in the interim, a free: passage 
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given on demand, so far as the return of the Government transports will 
allow. Lord Sc ca Upson: allie, Wek titke eat aaa f 
vision that they should not have been across in the interim 
‘alc any delegates who may be sent back to Sierra Leone. 

Government agent at Sierra Leone to be continued as at present. 
The following additions to his instructions are suggested, viz. :— 

That he shall regulate the time and order of precedence of all vessels 
taking in emigrants, and give due notice of the same for the information 
of the public and the different colonial agents at Sierra Leone. 

That he shall keep a register of the names and description of all parties 
who have agreed with any colonial agent to emigrate, and received certi- 
ficate of acceptance, inscribing them in a folio kept for each colony se- 
parately, and refusing to pass such emigrants for any other colony, unless 
with the consent of the agent with whom they have engaged, except upon 
payment of fee for transfer, not exceeding 2s. 6d., and after an interval 
of more than fifteen days from receipt of notice. 

Lord Stanley will not object to the keeping of a register as proposed, 
and the payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. by the agent of that colony to whom 
any emigrant may wish to transfer himself; and he will not object to the 
adoption of a regulation, that during the time that one ship is on the 
berth no registration shall be made for any other colony. 

On the proposed appointment of agents, Lord Stanley would only re- 
mark, that in his opinion the appointment of one general agent will be a 
measure most advantageous for the respective colonies, both as regards 
economy and the better management of the scheme. But this is a 
question which he leaves to be arranged between the colonies them- 
selves. The Governor of Sierra Leone will be empowered to suspend 
from the performance of his duties any colonial agent of whose modes 
of proceeding he should see sufficient reason to disapprove. These 
reasons it would be his duty to report to the Secretary of State, and to 
the colony or colonies by whom the agent was appointed ; and pending 
the final decision upon the case, he will be empowered to appoint a person 
to perform the duties. 

Lord Stanley considers that the length of time which must elapse in 
communicating with the West India Governors renders such a provision 
necessary. 

The colonial agents to be authorized to make advances on account of 
the colonies they represent, on the same scale as those provided during 
the first three months for the liberated Africans ; but in no case for a 
longer period than fifteen days. 

Lord Stanley does not object, provided such advance is not made a 
debt against the emigrant ; but it will be desirable that persons whom it 
is necessary to provide for in this manner should be placed and main- 
tained at some general place of receptacle or depot, (as is the case in this 
country,) which would be under the inspection and superintendence of a 
Government emigration agent-general at Sierra Leone, 

That no colonial agent shall enter into any specific engagement or 
promise as to the future rate of wages to be assigned to emigrants, but 
shall confine himself in issuing his public notices to the latest periodical 
return transmitted from the colony by the governor or agent-general for 
emigration. 

Though Lord Stanley will not object to the appointment of sub-agents, 
His Lordship would remark, that it appears to him that the colonies 
would, in adopting the suggestion, be undertaking an unnecessarily large 
expenditure in ‘‘ Establishment ;”’ and he considers it doubtful whether 
it might not be desirable to concentrate the whole duty and responsibility 
of collecting emigrants upon the chief colonial agent, either of each 
colony, or of all the colonies. Lord Stanley, however, is of opinion that 
the employment of the returned delegates as sub-agents is objectionable. 

It further appears to be undesirable to intrust the agents of importing 
colonies with the expenditure of public money for the purpose of obtain- 
ing emigrants. 

That clause four in the said act, rendering necessary a residence of six 
weeks in the colony previous to embarcation, should be rescinded. 

This relaxation may be admitted, so far as respects Kroomen, as well as 
of the other two tribes of Bassa-men and Fishmen, and of persons entering 
the colony on board any of Her Majesty’s ships, or with certificates of their 
desire to emigrate, signed by any officer who shall have been authorized 
by Her Majesty to grant such certificates. 

That the Emigration Acts and ordinances passed by the different West 
India colonies should be rendered conformable to the Ist clause of the 
Sierra Leone Act, which fixes the proportion of females at one-third, and 
in the case of Kroomen, does away with the obligation of embarking them 
altogether.—Lord Stanley assents. He considers that the simplest mode 
of carrying the proposal into effect will be that a model act should be 
framed in this country, to which the concurrence of the different Legis- 
latures will be invited, and has given directions accordingly. 

That as the medical attendant on board the transport will be a Govern- 
ment officer, one medical examination by him ought to be substituted for 
the present system.—Lord Stanley agrees. 

That an agent (if possible on board a man-of-war) should be sent at 
once from Sierra Leone by the Government emigration agent to the Kroo 
country, to announce that the British Government have taken emigration 
under their special protectione—Lord Stanley cannot at present assent 
to an agent being sent to the Kroo country, and is of opinion that suffi- 
cient publicity will be given to the intentions of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in regard to emigration by the proceedings at Sierra Leone. 

Governor of Sierra Leone to be empowered to charter a vessel to call 
off Cape Palmas, or to allow any of the regular Government transports to 
fill up there with emigrants instead of at Sierra Leone.—Lord Stanley is 
not at present prepared to accede to this. 

The term Kroomen to be held to embrace Fishmen, Bassa-men, 
and all tribes extending down the coast known as the Kroo coast, the 
precise limits to be determined by the officers of Her Majesty’s navy on 
the station.—Lord Stanley assents. 


For the present, Lord Stanley will not allow of a resort to the 


Gambia, or the Kroo country, for emigrants, and objects to the em- ~ 


ployment of steamers, as ian eGR on account of the very heavy 
expepse. His Lordship is also opposed to loans being made to 
emigrants to the extent of five pounds to being repaid within a 
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period of twelye months. Several mguented ted are referred for 
report to the Governor of Shere Enon; ey relate to the modi- 
fication of certain clauses of the act regulating emigration from ihat 
colony, now in force. His Lordship is advised to abandon the 
system of apprenticeship at Sierra Eaves, as tending to remove 
many abuses, and conducing to emigration. His Lordship has this 
and other subjects connected with the liberated African department 
under consideration. 
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We call the serious attention of our readers to the analysis of a 
very important and extensive correspondence which the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society have had with their 
friends in the West Indies, relative to the topics of inquiry set on 
foot, during the last session of Parliament, by Lava Deualey. It 
will be found amply to repay perusal, and may be relied on as pre- 
senting a true picture of the state of the colonies to which it refers. 
We have received voluminous papers from Trinidad, which we could 
not incorporate in the present analysis; and are anticipating com- 
munications from Barbadoes, the substance of which we purpose 
giving in a future number of our paper. In the meantime, the 
friends of the Abolition cause, both at home and abroad, may be 
assured that nothing can be more satisfactory than the rapid progress 
of the emancipated classes in intelligence and morals; and, upon 
the whole, the general prosperity of the colonies is advancing. 

Notwithstanding the predictions to the contrary, the imports of 
sugar from the West Indies last year considerably exceeded those 
of the preceding one; while all i are agreed in believing that 
the crops of the present year will show a considerable increase upon 
the last. Until the official accounts, which are made up to the 5th 
of January every year, are published, we give the following state- 
ment as a near approximation to truth. Sugar imported in 1841, 
133,000 hogsheads and tierces; 1842, 154,000 hogsheads and 
tierces ; showing an increase of 21,000 hogsheads and tierces, equal 
to from 15,000 to 17,000 tons, exclusive of the amount received 
from the East Indies and Mauritius. 

The quantity of sugar supposed to have been taken for home 
consumption in 1842 was about 180,000 tons, showing a larger in- 
crease upon the demand for either of the two preceding years; and 
yet the stock on hand, on the 3lst of December last, was larger by 
several thousand tons than at either of the former periods ; viz., 1840, 
stock, 16,700 tons; 1841, 17,520 tons; 1842, 19,290 tons; thus 
verifying the statement we ventured to give several months since. 

In reference to the supply of sugar for the present year, we find 
we are also borne out by the concurrent expectations of the sugar- 
brokers. From one of their circulars, now before us, we copy the 
following extract: —‘‘It is considered probable,” say we. 
Carey and Browne, ‘‘that, at the beginning of the year (1848), 
the demand will be better, from the fact of the country dealers 
being moderately supplied; and it is to the limited orders from 
them during the last two months, that the languor which yet 
prevails in the market is to be attributed. It is, however, ex- 
pected that no material rise in prices will occur, as consider- 
able quantities from Bengal must be close at hand; and the new 
crop from the Mauritius, though not so early as usual, will be 
coming in. The prospects for the crops in the West Indies pro- 
mise an increased production also; and from Jamaica, each suc- 
ceeding mail brings more encouraging accounts, whilst, from the 
better feeling which appears generally to pervade society there, it 
is hoped the island will, by degrees, in some measure recover its 
former importance.”” Very cautious this; but it speaks volumes of 
what may be reasonably expected to take place, if there be no unwise 
interference, on the part of the Government, with the progress of 
events. 

With respect to the advantages derived by the manufacturers of 
this country from the abolition of slavery, it is sufficient to remark, 
that there has been an increased demand for their goods, to at least 
the extent of one million per annum, beyond the average amount 
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Our contemporary, the Colonial Gazette, is much more pe at 
abuse, than convincing in ment. More than once, in reference 
to ourselves, has it violated the courtesies of the British press, and 
added misrepresentation to invective. In its last number, it has 
taken higher aim, and in terms which we shall not characterise, 


has designated a short and civil note of the Anti-slavery Com-. 


mittee as ‘‘remarkable,”” not merely for its ‘‘ frankness,” but for 
what it terms ‘‘ the presumption and insolence of its tone ;” and has 
presumed to stigmatize them as a set of ‘“ blundering bigots,” ‘‘ now 
the worst foes of the African race.” 

The occasion of the note referred to was furnished by a corre- 
spondence, on the subject of African emigration, which appeared 
in the Colonial Gazette on the 25th ult., between our old friend 
and ally, Sit George Stephen, and the West India Committee, in 
which that gentleman advocated certain principles at variance, in 
their judgment, with the rights which African emigrants resorting 
to the West India colonies should possess, and which, however 
desirable the object intended to be accomplished thereby, were 
conceived to be entirely subversive of that freedom for which the 
friends of abolition have so long and so earnestly contended. 

The design of Sir George Stephen, in his scheme of emi- 
gration, as submitted to Her Majesty’s Government, is the civili- 
sation of Africa, by the constant reflux of skilful and educated 
Africans from the West Indies, after specified periods of service. 
To accomplish this, he provides ‘‘that every emigrant shall 
be restricted from quitting his first location till the period 
of his return to Africa—that that shall be fixed by a gra- 
duated scale—the first emigrants to be returned at the. expira- 
tion of two years; the emigrants of the second year to be returned 
at the expiration of three years ; the emigrants of the third year to 
be returned at the expiration of four years; and the emigrants of 
every succeeding year to be returned at the expiration of five 
years.” ‘‘ That no returned African shall be allowed to re-migrate 
within twelve months of the day of his return to Africa, and that 
the wives and children, where the marriage ceremony has been 
performed, shall be allowed to accompany the emigrant on his 
return; but that he shall not be permitted to re-migrate unless 
with his wife, and unless her identity is established to the satisfac- 
tion of the agent of emigration.” It will be seen that compulsion 
is the very essence of this scheme, and to its support Sir George, 
in his correspondence, appears to commit the Anti-slavery party of 
this country, and seems to intimate that if the West India body will 
agree to it, they may expect their countenance and support. 

Now, though the West India body offer no objection to any re- 
striction that may be laid upon the African immigrant in the 
colonies, they, for very obvious reasons, refuse to be parties to his 
compulsory return to Africa, and repudiate with becoming indigna- 
tion ‘‘ the very idea, as totally inconsistent with a state of freedom.” 
In this we agree with them ; and to show that they could be no parties 
to compulsion in either case, the Committee felt it to be right to 
‘*disown,” not Sir George Stephen, as the Colonial Gazette would 
make it appear, but the project to which he has given the sanction 
of his name. 

Our contemporary agrees with us in condemning the compulsory 
return of the emigrants to Africa, and admits the “ frankness” of 
the Committee, in declaring themselves to be no parties to the plan 
of Sir George Stephen ; but, having a grand scheme of its own for 
peopling the West Indians with Africans, from which the Com- 
mittee, for good and sufficient reasons, already given to the world, 
take the liberty to dissent, their frankness becomes ‘‘ presumption 
and insolence ;” and not content with this, in affecting to quote 
entirely misrepresents them. They have no where said that they 
have insuperable objections to free emigration from Africa, if that 
could be secured. Nor are we without the authority of the Colonial 
Gazette itself, that the plan of emigration from Africa, as settled 
between Lord Stanley and the West India body, may be drawn into 
a precedent by slave-holding countries for carrying on the slave- 
trade under a new name. ‘‘ With what face,” it asks, ‘‘ shall we 
forbid the Brazilians, or the planters in Cuba, to supply a similar 
want of labourers in the same way? If we said to them, You shall 
not do this while you peers 2 slavery, they would answer, We pre- 
serve the slavery of those who are in bondage, but our immigrants 
will be as free as yours. The difference, in short, between our 

roceeding and theirs, would not be sufficiently marked to justify us 
in stopping theirs while our own continued. It would not be enough 
for us to contend that because we alone had abolished slavery, we 
alone were justified in promoting free emigration. At the best there 
would be perpetual quarrelling with foreign nations on a new 
question, but in all probability the result would be the stoppage of 
our African emigration, by the authority which had set it on foot, 
in order to remove the cause of dispute.” Precisely so: and this is 
one of the great reasons which the Committee have given for 
objecting to all the schemes for promoting African emigration, 
whether concocted by the planters, the Colonial Gazette, or the 
Government. 





In another part of our paper will be found the plan of Lord 
Stanley for promoting emigration from Africa to the West India 
colonies. It differs in a very trifling degree from the suggestions 
of the planters submitted to him. other measures than those 
which already exist the noble Lord intends to recommend for 
adoption either in this country, Sierra Leone, or the colonies, for 
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skill to prevent it degenerating into a new form of slave- 

and of becoming a precedent to other nations, less scrupulous of 
slavery than our own, for the Supply of new victims to their slave 
markets. The Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery 
Society have seized the earliest moment, on the assembling of 
Parliament, to present a petition against it. They earnestly invite 
their country friends to follow the same course, and to address 
immediate and urgent requests to their representatives to sustain 
io prayer when the subject shall come under the attention of Par- 
iament. : 


To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled, 
The humble Petition of the Committee of the British and 

Foreign Anti-slavery Society, 

SHewetu,— 

That your Petitioners, deeply impressed with the importance of 
African emigration to the West Indies, in relation to slavery and 
the slave-trade, respectfully and earnestly call the attention of your 
honourable House to the scheme now in operation, under the sanc- 
tion of the Government, for the accomplishment of that purpose. 

Your Petitioners are fully convinced that the dieged want of 
labour in the British colonies does not exist, but that were the real 
demand for labour much greater than it is, there are other sources 
whence an adequate supply might be drawn, without resorting to 
Africa. 

Your Petitioners object to emigration from Africa, because they 
are fully satisfied that no precaution which has been or could be 
devised, would prevent it from giving a stimulus to the internal 
slave-trade, and of thus bringing discredit on the sincerity of the 
efforts made by this nation for the suppression of that system of 
guilt and misery. ; 

Your Petitioners further decidedly object to ape from 
Africa, because it offers a precedent to other nations, who still allow 
the existence of slavery within their territories or colonies, and 
who, should the British Government persist in its purpose, will, 
they feel assured, follow the example for recruiting their respective 
slave populations, by the import of nominally free, but really en- 
slaved, Africans ; and thus a new slave-trade will be commenced— 
their treaties with this country be evaded—the system of slavery 
be strengthened—and the generous efforts of this country to sup- 
press an enormous crime be rendered abortive. 

Objecting, as your Petitioners feel themselves bound to do, 
against any scheme for adding to the labouring population of the 
West India colonies from Africa, they enter not into the details of 
the measure proposed by the Government for that purpose, further 
than to state, that they conceive it to be open to the gravest excep- 
tions, on the ground of its incompleteness and esibeue—the 
injustice it will inflict on the great bulk of the colonial population, 
by burdening them with heavy taxation for the benefit of a few 
planters—and the positive evils which, in their judgment, will 
result to the moral habits of the emancipated classes by the great 
disparity of the sexes allowed to be introduced. 

Considering the scheme of the Government to be altogether 
concen? and in the highest degree inexpedient, your Petition- 
ers earnestly entreat your -honourable House not to give to it its 
high sanction, but to oppose all measures that may be submitted to 
its approval for giving it effect. 

And your Petitioners, &c. 

On behalf of the Committee, 
(Signed) JOHN SCOBLE, Sec. 


Tue great debate on the Right of Search, which has so long and 
so intensely occupied the sittings of the French Chambers, has been 
brought to aclose, the Ministry, in both cases, obtaining trium- 
phant majorities. The decision in the Peers took place on the 24th 
ultimo, after a remarkable and powerful speech of the Duc de 
Broglie. The amendment on the address, in reply to the speech 
from the throne, embracing the point at issue, was negatived by a 
majority of 118 to 67. On the 2nd instant, the Deputies, after re- 
jecting the several amendments of the opposition, unanimously af- 
firmed the rn a of the commission ; which, to use the terms of 
M. Guizot, ‘* pledged the Cabinet to nothing” on the question. In 
the progress of the debate in both Chambers, many brilliant ad- 
dresses were delivered ; but, amongst them all, no one has made so 
deep an impression on our mind as that of M. Agenor de Gasparin. 
Without losing sight of the great subject in debate, he pleaded the 
cause of Africa and humanity with soul-stirring eloquence. The 
power of his appeal was felt throughout the Chamber of Deputies ; 
and, we trust, met with a hearty from men of all parties, 
who knew how to distinguish between the mere politics of the ques- 
tion and its great moralities. 

It has afforded us much satisfaction, in watching the progress of 
this debate, to find, that, with few exceptions, none undertook 
advocacy of the slave-dealer, or the slave-holder, but, rather 
held them up to the reprobation they deserve; and that, whilst 
some impugned the motives of this great country, first in extin- 
guishing the slave-trade, and subsequently in abolishing slavery, 
there were others who knew how to appreciate the generous sacri- 
fices which it has made to accomplish objects so dear to humanity. 

Let France be true to the great principles on which her own li- 
berties are based, and to the noble sentiments which, in past and 
present times, have emanated from her greatest patriots and best 
men, and the slavery which now pollutes her colonial possessions, 








and iaflicts so deep a wound on her honour, will be speedily abo- 


lished. 


‘more than 1,000,000 dollars as a reward for their 
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British and Foreign Anti-slavery 3 and their friends waited 
on Lord Ashburton by appointment, relative to the bearing of the 
tenth clause of his with the United States, on the security of 
fugitive slaves seeking refuge from oppression in Upper Canada. 
The Deputatiun consisted of Messrs. J. Forster, Stacey, Alexan- 
der, Barrett, Sterry, Cooper, Conder, Beaumont, and Scoble ; 
the Rev. Messrs. Hinton and Carlile, and Dr. _ Upper 
Canada, Dr. Madden, and M. L’Instant, of Haiti. ey were 
received with much courtesy by Lord Ashburton, and, throughout 
a lengthened interview, in which the important subject was fully 
gone into, His Lordship gave them the fullest explanations of his 
intentions in acceding to the clause, and assured the Deputation 
that it was no more designed to touch the fugitive slave, than to 
affect the case of deserters or parties charged with high treason. 
Giving the noble lord entire credit for his intentions, the Depu- 
tation could not but express their regret that the same limitation 
which existed in the former treaty on the same subject did not occur 
in the present. In the extradition clause of that treaty, fugitives, 
slaves, were expressly excepted. 

The Deputation pointed out to the noble lord the danger to 
which refugees from slavery were exposed under the clause in his 
treaty, and trust he felt the urgent necessity for immediate mea- 
sures of precaution to prevent its becoming in the highest degree 
oppressive to them, and dishonourable to this aga 

That attempts will be made under the clause by Southern plant- 
ers to recover their slaves, there can be doubt; that they have 
their agents or emissaries already in Canada is certain; and that, as 
in the recent case of Nelson Hackett, to which we shall recur in 
our next, even British functionaries may be found to give the 
influence of their office in favour of the slaveholder, is to be feared. 
It is, therefore, matter of urgent necessity, that the clause should 
be modified, so as clearly to except fugitive slaves from coming 
within its operation, under any pretext whatsoever, as the only 
effectual way of preventing the evils which may otherwise arise 
from it, and of disappointing the expectations of those whose object 
in recovering the fugitive is vengeance, not justice. 


Literarp Potire. 


Remarks on the *‘ Ensayo Politico sobre la Isla de Cuba.” Por 

el Baron A. de Humboldt, &c. 

(Continued from page 14.) 

We have hitherto only taken a general view of slavery in the island 
of Cuba, as represented to us by several foreign writers ; and have 
placed before our readers passages from most of these authors, by 
which their views on the subject of emancipation may be learned. 

We proceed to describe, on the testimony of the same writers, 
some of the circumstances and results of slavery in Cuba, Among 
these, the fact is particularly deserving of notice, that this system 
of fraud and -violence is to a great extent founded upon an illicit 
slave-trade, by which not only the number of its victims, but its 
horrors, have been greatly increased during the present century. 
Thus we find that in the year 1817, when the slave-trade was de- 
clared illegal, the number of bondsmen was only 199,145 (Historia 
de la Isla de Cuba, por Don Ramon de la Shes and by the latest 
account this number has been swelled to 700,000, if the confident 
belief of the Countess Merlin is to be credited (Los Esclavos in 
los Colonias Espanoles, p. 36); and amounts to 600,000, according 
to M. Torrentes (Memoria sobre la Esclavitud, p. 36). We learn, 
it is true, that in recent official documents the slave population is 
stated at a little below 500,000; but, judging from the evidence of 
the Countess and M. Torrentes, with other which we possess, we 








fear that the official estimate is considerably short of the actual 


number. 

We give the result of the census of the slave population at four 
periods within a space of fifty-three years, from 1774, by which 
its rapid augmentation during the latter part of that time, and par- 
ticularly between 1817 (when the slave-trade abolition treaty took 
place) and 1827, will be seen :— 


Male Slaves. Female Slaves. Total. 
1774 eeeeeeee 28,771 eeeeee 15,562 seeeee 44,333 
R70: esc sen BIRR eins vi 37,166 ...... 84,590 


1817 ......0. 196,524 ...0-. 74,028 ...... BOR RES 

1827 ......+. 183,290 ...... 103,652 ...... 286,942 
; (R. de la Sagra’s Historia de Cuba, p. 8). 
The increase in the slave population has been still more — in 
later years ; and we find it acknowledged by the Countess Merlin, 
that there have been introduced into the ports of Cuba more than 
100,000 slaves since the new prohibition of the trade, that is to 
say, within the last five years; and so far is this disregard of law 
and treaty from having been opposed by the island authorities, that 
we learn from the same testimony that the Governors have received 
in these in- 
famous transactions. (Los Esclavos in los Colonias Espanoles, 


. 19.) 
' The following is the description given by the Countess of the 
manner in which the Cuban slave-trade is at nt prosecuted, 
and its consequences to its defenceless and wretched vic _— 

“ A very large number of the slaves embarked in Africa perish in the 
passage, and in the barracoons, especially since the prohibition of the 
trade, 


‘* Since the (legal) abolition of the traffic, the contrabandist, 
thinking only of profiting by the to which he is exposed, heaps in 
those moving dungeons (the slave ships) as many miserable beings as 
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part of the slaves now‘in the island of Cuba 
have introduced, and are consequently held as such, 
contrary to law and the treaty with Great Britain, is evident from 
what has been stated, and is thus acknowledged by the Countess 
Merlin and by M. Torrentes :— 

‘The slaves em in field labour are all Jozals, and can scarcely 


ment, in consequence of their introduction since 1820,) is to be found 
the  pomgs part of the African population.”” (Memoria sobre la Escla- 
vitad, p. 41 


We would now direct attention to the bg orgs fact of the 
dreadful mortality among the slave population in Cuba. This ap- 
pears to be estimated by J. A. Saco at _— 10 per cent., and by 
the Countess Merlin at this amount annually. (Mi primera pre- 

nta, p. 22. Los Esclavos, &c., P. 63.) Baron Humboldt states 

e general mortality among the slaves to exceed eight per cent. 
vai Ensayo Politico, Pe 33); and that which takes place 
among the newly imported Africans as averaging from ten to twelve 
per cent. (Ensayo Politico, p.61.) We extract some explanatory 
remarks of the Pervn Humboldt, on the subject of the ravages 
made by death among the slave population :— 

“The mortality of the negroes differs greatly in the island of Cuba, as 
in all the Antilles, according to the nature of the cultivation, the hu- 
manity of the masters or administrators, and according to the number of 
negresses employed in the care of the sick. There are plantations on 
which there die annually from fifteen to twenty per cent.’’ (Ensayo 
Politico, p. 149, 150.) 

The occasion of the very large mortality on some plantations 
appears to be indicated by the startling paragraph we are about to 
transcribe, which immediately follows that which we have just 

uoted :— 
" *¢ We have heard it discussed with the greatest composure, whether it 
was most advantageous for the proprietor not to exhaust the slaves by 
excessive labour, and consequently to’have less frequent occasion to re- 
place them, or to obtain from them as much work as possible in a few 
years, and thereby have occasion to replace them more frequently. 

‘¢ Such,’’? Baron Humboldt observes, ‘‘ are the calculations of avarice 
when man uses his fellow-man as a beast of burden.’’ (Ensayo Politico, 

. 150. 
. We find no notice of the dreadful mortality among the slaves in 
M. Torrentes’ Memorial. It is scarcely needful to remark, that 
this single fact of so large a mortality at once disproves the mon- 
strous statements which he has made relative to the happy condition 
of the slaves in Cuba. 

In forming a correct estimate of the character of slavery, it will 
be evident to a reflecting mind, that much of its severity or other- 
wise must depend on the character of those to whom its adminis- 
tration is in a large number of instances intrusted—the managers 
and drivers of estates. In this point of view the information inci- 
dentally given by the Countess Merlin, contained in several passages 
of her work, is of much value. For example, we find the overseer 

en of as being always harsh and inexorable in his severity, but 
(that) the most fearful adversary is the driver, a slave like the rest, 
and on this account unfeeling and cruel towards his companions, 

ially those who have belonged to a tribe hostile to his own. 
Then (it is added) he becomes ferocious and implacable by a spirit 
of revenge. (Los Esclavos, &c., p. 62.) : 

The attention to morals in Cuba, and the value of the religious 
instruction communicated, may be judged by the following state- 
ment of the same author :— 

“The habitual idleness of the negroes, the heat of the African blood, 
and the indolence which results from the want of responsibility concern- 
ing their own condition, makes them contract the most disorderly prac- 
tices. They seldom marry,—and why? The husband and wife can at any 
time be sold to different masters, and their separation prove eternal. Their 
children do not belong to them; and deprived of domestic felicity, as 
well as a community of interests, the ties of nature are limited among 
them to the instinct of a violent and unrestrained sensuality.’’ (Los Escla- 
vos, &¢c., p. 46.) 

It would be easy to extract other me decisive in the 
work of the Countess, on the subject of the general demoralization 
of the slaves, which is, we believe, an universal consequence of 


Tt will be seen that, in addition to this deplorable result of slavery 
under any circumstances in Cuba, there is no provision made, owing 
to the t poe of the sexes in the slave population of this 
island, for the general formation of those ties designed by the Al- 
mie to bind men together, and which contribute so largely to 

fridual and social happiness, to purity of morals, and to the’ 
peomperit of countries, In the last census which we have seen, 

e number of slaves of each sex was respectively, as already 
stated, 183,290 male slaves, and 103,652 female slaves. The dis- 
pearson males to females was probably much greater in the 
adult than in the younger portion of the slave lation, because, 
as is well known, the number of male and female children born in 
all countries is nearly . We extract a passage from the work 
of Baron Humboldt, which has reference to the great inequality of 
the sexes that has prevailed in a particular district of Cuba, and 
particularly upon plantations :— 











‘* In the district of Batabano, which contained in 1818 a population of 
2,078, with thirteen sugar-works and seven coffee-plantations, there were 
2,226 negroes and 257 sig agen rp In the jurisdiction 

los w 1817 contained a population of 
13,700, with seventeen sugar-works and seventy-three coffee-plantations, 
there were 1,200 negroes and 660 negresses (proportion 1°9 to 1). In 
the of Filipinas, which consisted in 
13,026, there were 2,49 and only 997 negresses (proportion 
2°4 to 1); os en Gees Pastaree rar tke meaoneee 
with respect females, as 1°7 to I, are in the sugar-wor 
nearly 4 to 1.”” (Ensayo Politico, p. “iy wr 

We find in the work of the Countess, a passage which gives an 
affecting insight into the treatment of slaves who commit the 
heinous offence of seeking to gain that freedom, to which all of them 
have an indefeasible right by a higher law than that of man, and 
of which a large portion are, as has been seen, deprived, by a 
flagrant violation of the laws of the colony—laws which the slave- 
holder is ever ready to invoke, and professes to respect, when they 
favour his own supposed interest ; but which he utterly disregards, 
and treads contemptuously under foot, when ~ interfere with it. 
It is said that the runaway slave generally seeks a refuge in the 
high and thick grass enlaced with the gigantic cana-brava ; or 
otherwise taking refuge in the mountains, he selects his habitation 
in the virgin forests. There, protected by the impenetrable bul- 
warks of trees of a great age, he defies the authority of the master, 
the rigour of the overseer, and the assassin tooth of the dog. Very 
soon hunger and despair oblige him to betake himself to the plains, 

referring the life of a vagabond, with its danger, to the yoke of 

abour. Notwithstanding, when the hour of repentance arrives, he 
implores the mediation of his padrino, (godfather,) who leads him 
again to the pen, and obtains in this way his pardon, without an 
kind of punishment; but if the fugitive is forcibly apprehended, 
or runs away a second time, fetters are put upon him, to prevent 
his doing so again, and justice has no bounds, (Los Esclavos 
ee p. 58, 54.) 

e treatment of slaves released from slave vessels, in conformity 
with the treaty between Spain and Great Britain, is thus described 
by the Countess :— 


‘The cargoes of emancipados (negroes brought to the island without 
legal authorization) were delivered to the Governor, who distributed them 
between various individuals receiving an ounce of gold for each yearly. 
At the end of the first year these negroes were to be presented to the 
Governor, who, after having ascertained that they had not learned a 
trade, (which none learned,) delivered them again to the same individuals, 
and always for two years, by which means their lot is precisely the same 
as that of the slaves, with the difference of being deprived of the care 
and protection of the master. Those who take charge of them having 
no interest in their preservation, put them to the most severe labour ; 
and not being permitted to liberate themselves from their slavery by 
money, it becomes, in fact, eternal. So debased and miserable is the 
condition of the emancipado, that it is stated ‘he is an object of con- 
tempt to the slave ; whenever these (the slaves) wish to convey an insult 
to one of this class, they say to him, Thou art nothing but an emanci- 
pado.’’’ (Los Esclavos les Samoles, p. 33.) 

We only add one out of several passages in the Political Essay of 
Baron Humboldt, in which the impossibility of protecting slaves by 
law from ill usage and abuse are judiciously, and, as we think, con- 
vincingly stated :— 

‘* Notwithstanding the wisdom and mildness of Spanish legislation, to 
what excesses does not a slave remain exposed in the solitude of a plan- 
tation or estate, where a brutal driver, armed with a cutlass and a whip, 
exercises with impunity an absolute authority. It is true that the law 
permits the slave to make complaint to the magistrate, in order that the 
latter may order the master to be more just; but this recourse is almost 
entirely illusory, because there is another law, by which any slave who is 
found, without having received permission, a league and a half from the 
plantation to which he belongs, must be taken up, and delivered to his 
master. How can the slave, scourged and worn by hunger and excessive 
labour, place himself before the judge? And if arrived, how shall he 
defend himself against a powerful master, who cites for witnesses the 
4" aati of his own inhuman punishment ?’’ (Ensayo Politico, 
p. 280. 

We intend in our next to correct some seriously erroneous state- 
ments respecting emancipation in the British colonies, contained in 
the Memorial of M..Torrentes ; and to make a few remarks on the 
sentiments and information we have gleaned from the various au- 
thors we have brought under review in this and former articles. 


(To be continued.) 


NARRATIVE OF WILLIAM THOMAS, A NATIVE OF 
AFRICA, TWICE RESCUED FROM SLAVERY. 


Witx1am Tuomas was born at Cameroons, in the Bight of Benin, 
on the west coast of Africa, at that time under the authority of King 
Bell, and is believed to be about thirty-five years of age. His 
narrative will be found to illustrate the fact, that there is no safety 
for British subjects, natives of Africa, trading in the rivers adjoin- 
ing the settlement at Sierra Leone. He was captured subsequently 
to the destruction of the Barracoons, by the Hon. Captain Denman, 
vig Blanco’s agents, who have removed their factory and 
8 Barracoon te some distance inland, to avoid a repetition of 
the same act. We give Thomas’s narrative, as nearly as pos- 
sible, in his own words, but cannot vouch for the accuracy of the 
7 the towns referred to by him. We are happy to say 
Thomas is now under the n of the British Government, 
preparatory to his being sent to his home in Africa. 
My father died when I was about ten years old; after his death my 
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THE ANTILSLAVERY REPORTER: 





mother went to the Banka country, where she married again, leaving me 
to the care of my elder brother, but constantly sending me fowls, yams, 
&c. She wanted me to. come to her, but I refused, because the people 
of Cameroons and Banka make war. On one occasion my brother went 
to the town of Bancoon, a day’s journey from Cameroons, to visit the 
wife of a man who lived there. He was discovered and ran away, and I 
was seized by the man, who sent word to my brother to come and re- 
deem me for 100 goats. My brother had not so many, but took my 
little sister, and through a friend offered her to the man for me, but he 
said it was not enough. After two moons, he sold me for a sword, 
gun, powder, and cloth, to a man of the same country, who sold me to 
Joe Aqua, brother of Prince Aqua. He put me in a house, where he 
kept his money and goods. Some of my countrymen, held as slaves by 
him, prevailed upon me to take three muskets, four cutlasses, and a jug 
of rum, and to escape with them to Cameroons. As we passed a town 
called Bassa, we were caught and taken back to Joe Aqua, who paid 
them for taking us, and flogged me plenty, and sold me to the Spaniards 
who came there. I was put on board with a great many others, until 
the vessel was quite full. When we got clear of the mouth of the 
river we saw an English man of war brig, commanded by Capt. Hagan. 
The Spaniards prepared to fight, but the shot of man of war too much 
for them. Three of the Spaniards were killed, and several wounded, 
and a shot cut the mast in two, when she was taken. Captain Hagan 
took the slaves out of irons, when all very glad and danced too much. 


Captain Hagan took us to Sierra Leone, where we were made free. “I 
and five other boys were put with the surgeon of the hospital, with whom 
I lived seven years, variously employed. I was allowed to go to school at 
night, and learned to read a little. At the end of this time I married 
one of my countrywomen at Regent’s Town, and went there to live with 
her, by whom I had two children, a boy anda girl. The boy died, the 
girl, Mary, is now a young woman. My wife was cook for the sick 
people, and got four dollars.a month ; I attended the farm, and sold the 
stock. My wife and I having had a quarrel about some money, I went 
and hired myself on board ship for eleven months, after which I ran 
away, and on coming to my house I found my wife living with another 
man. I lived with her no more. I then got some money, and went into 
the Limba country to make trade, where one of the country girls was 
given to me to cook for me. One day the man who gave her to me for 
cook wished to sell her for a slave, but I paid 100 bars (equal to about 
three doubloons or 10/.) for her freedom, and brought her to Sierra 
Leone, where I lived with her and had one child, a boy. We quarrelled 
and separated; she lived with another man, and I went to Fernando Po 
with Capt. Owen. There I remained under his command and that of 
Col. Nicholls for about six or seven years, when the place was given up, 
and I went to Ascension. After remaining there about six weeks I was 
taken back to Sierra Leone, when I recommenced the cultivation of my 


_land, with the help of another man from Cameroons, who took care of 


the land while I went to trade. I went to the Mandingo country, three 
days’ sail from Sierra Leone, in a large canoe, carrying iron bars, muskets, 
tobacco, beads, powder, &c., to exchange for gold, rice, cattle, &c. At 
Fangee, I found two Sierra Leone boys, who had been stolen and sold to 
the Mandingoes. On my return I informed the Governor, and several 
attempts were made to rescue them, but without effect. After this, I 
went to trade in the Fi country, (the Gallinas,) King Siacca’s town. 
One day I crossed over from Siacca’s town, to trade at Daviah, where 
I was seized by some of the people belonging to Pedro Blanco’s slave 
barracoon. I fought hard, but was disabled by a severe cut across my 
right hand, and was carried to his agent, who said I was English and a 

. Iwas kept chained by the neck with five others, till the arrival 
of the Spanish slaver, when we were taken on board, the vessel never 
anchoring, and immediately sailed for the Havana. The number of slaves 
shipped was 341, men, women, and children. All cried very much at 
going away from their home and friends, some of them saying they would 
kill themselves. After being three weeks at sea, some of the men 
proposed to rise and kill the captain, and take the ship back to Africa. 
I told them that they did not understand ‘‘sailor palaver,’’ and if they 
took the vessel, “‘ big wind would come, and she would capsize, and then 
all of us would die.’”’ After one month we arrived at Cuba, and being 
chased by an English man of war, ran into Pine’Key, near St. Jago de 
Cuba, where all the slaves wére landed. After two days a steamer came 
and took us to a place close to Havana, where we were placed in a bar- 
racoon, and sold, as purchasers offered for us. I was carried away a 
day’s sail in a steamer to a sugar estate, but my hand was so bad that 
I could not work, so I was sent back to the Havana, and placed in 
Pedro Blanco’s yard. I told Pedro Blanco that I was not a slave, but 
was trading when they stole me away. He said that the English were 
picarones and had taken two vessels from him. I said that if 
they did, they did not give the money to me, and why should he sell me. 
An American bought me, but finding I could do nothing with my bad hand, 
after a little while he took me back to Pedro Blanco again, who put me 
to take care of some horses ; 1 was shortly afterwards sold to Don José, a 
hat-maker, who worked me plenty, and fed me very badly. The 
daily allowance of food for the slaves was ten plantains, and about half 
a pound of boiled beef. The hours of labour are from four in the morn- 
ing till seven in the evening, with an interval of from nine till ten in the 
morning for breakfast, and from noon till two o’clock in the afternoon, 
during which two hours we were allowed to earn what we could by 
carrying away rubbish, and doing other odd jobs for the towns-people. 
On Sundays the slaves are not employed after noon. At eight o’clock 
in the evening, we were all locked up in a large room, but without bed, 
blanket, or bedding of any kind; if a slave is mot in when it is time to 
be locked up, he is flogged on the following day. The overseer sleeps in 
the next room, and any one speaks or makes a disturbance he comes in 
and punishes him. : 

Many slaves are hired out by their masters, they receive three-quarters 
of a dollar a day, and at the end of the week return three dollars to 
their master, leaving a quarter of a dollar a day for their own sub- 
sistence, &c. If they fail to return the three dollars, they are flogged 
and put in the stocks, for it is considered a great offence. I have known 
slaves who did not make up their money, sometimes having spent it in 
drink, flogged for several days running, till their backs were quite 
peeled. Some masters in Havana make their female slaves prostitute 





tempt to palm off this plan of private emolument, as a ‘ grand phi- 


themselves for hire. There are large buildings, in which hundreds 
these women are found on Sundays, the time of the slaves’ holiday, 
where there is — of and dancing to draw the people 
there. Part of the hire of these women goes to the 
places, part to the masters, and the remainder, if any, 
themselves. All the slaves in Don José’s house were natives of 
forty of them came in July or August, 1842. After twelve months, 
José hired me out to Mr. Walter, an English or American gen 
who kept a school in Havana. With him I remained six months; he 
and his wife were very kind to me, and used to give me about three 
shillings a week for myself. There was a Portuguese boy living with 
Mr. Walter, who told me to go to the English Consul. I went back to 
Don Jose, remained with him a week, and on Sunday I went to the 
Consul, but could not see him till next day. On Monday I went again, 
and told the Consul that Don José had about forty new slaves, eleven 
women and twenty-nine men, just purchased. He sent his clerk to take 
the number of the house with me, but Don José in the night took all the 
slaves away, and they could not be found. I was sent to the Governor, 
and afterwards to the soldiers’ barracks, where I remained one month; 
then I was taken on board the man-of-war in the harbour, (H. M. S. Rom- 
ney,) and four days afterwards I was sent to the steamer to come to Eng- 
land. When I came to London, friend took me to the Anti-slavery Office, 
where I saw my old Governor, Col. Nicholls, who has got me a passage 
in a man-of-war (the Wilberforce) to Sierra Leone, whither I hope to go 
in two or three days. 


pietiee 


WILLIAM THOMAS «x his mark. 


Parliamentarp Entelligence, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, Faipay, Fesrvary 3rd. 
EMIGRATION FROM AFRICA TO THE WEST INDIES. 

Mr. HAWES presented a petition from the Committee of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Anti-Slavery Soci , Stating it as their opinion, that the 
alleged want of labourers in the British West India colonies did not exist, 
and their disapproval of the plan proposed for encouraging emigration 
from Africa to the West India colonies, and praying the house not to 
consent to any plan which might be proposed for that purpose. 


Monpay, Fesruary 6th. 

Mr. HAWES moved an address for ‘‘ Returns of the number of im- 
migrants into the British West India colonies and British Guiana, from 
the 1st day of August, 1834, to the latest period the same can be made 
up; and for all votes of money for purposes of immigration, and Annual 
Expenditure of the same, for the like period.” 

SUGAR DUTIES. 

Mr. M. GIBSON rose to inquire from the right hon. baronet at the 
head of Her Majesty’s Government, whether he had any intention of 
maintaining the present prohibitory duties on sugar? 

Sir R. PEEL replied, that that was a question which he could not 
answer consistently with the sense of public duty which he entertained. 
He felt that he could state nothing with respect to intended alterations in 
the sugar duties, and for this, amongst other reasons,—that if he stated 
the intentions of Government with respect to them, he could not refuse 
to make similar declarations with respect to every other duty. 

BRAZILIAN TREATY. 

Lord PALMERSTON said, that he had on Friday last given notice of 
his intention this day to put a question to the right hon. baronet, respect- 
ing the treaty of commerce subsisting between this country and Brazil. 
He wished to know whether Her Majesty’s Government put the same in- 
terpretation upon that article of the existing treaty which related to its 
duration as was understood to be put upon it by the Brazilian Govern- 
ment? He next wished to know, whether the negotiations which had 
just been entered into between this country and Brazil afforded a well- 
founded hope that they would be brought to a satisfactory conclusion, 
and whether this country was likely to enjoy the benefits of a new com- 
mercial treaty with Brazil ? 

Sir R. PEEL, in reply, said, that every one was aware that a difference 
existed between the Government of this country and that of Brazil with 
regard to the interpretation to be put upon that article of the treaty 
which had reference to its duration. The Brazilian Government were of 
opinion that the was to close in the month of November, 1842, 
whereas Her Majesty’s Government held that the true interpretation of 
that article was, that the commercial treaty between the two countries. 
was to remain in full force and operation till the month of November,. 
1844, at the least. The Ministers of Brazil contended for their own in-. 
terpretation of the treaty, yet eventually they acquiesced in the interpre- 
tation put upon it by Great Britain, still, perhaps, retaining their original 
view of the question. In answer to the other inquiry of the noble lord, 
he did state that a representative had been sent from this country on a 





special mission to the court of Brazil with a view to the arrangement of 


a new commercial treaty. If these negotiations proved successful, as he 


hoped they would prove, the new commercial treaty might be made to- 


take effect immediately, without waiting for the termination of the pre- 
vious treaty in November, 1844. The negotiations having reference to- 
the new treaty were not so far advanced as to enable him to say anything 
as to the result, 





Colonial kEntelligence. 


Mr. Burniey.—The following estimate of this gentleman is 
from the Guiana Gazette of the 15th Dec., 1842. We commend it to 


‘the attention of our readers.—‘‘ Of all these witnesses, [examined before 


the West India Committee, ] there is none who makes a more unfortunate 
exhibition of himself than Mr. Burnley, of Trinidad,—a man who hence- 


forth will be likely to lose a portion of the artificial reputation which he 
has enjoyed, to pass precisely at his true value. Mr. Burnley, it 
‘would appear, besides being the proprietor of estates already in cultiva- 


tion, is the grantee of a considerable quantity of wild land in Trinidad, 
out of which he is exceedingly anxious to make a fortune. This anxiety, 
it is plain enough, has been the spur of Mr. Burnley’s activity for the 
last four years; nor should we complain of it in the least, but for the at- 


away with slavery throughout the world, by 
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‘the slave colonies by the produce of free labour.’ The dis- 

sits awkwardly ‘Mr. ’s shoulders, 
and the sooner he tof, anda his real character of a land 
and 


mittee as a great philanthropist, who has no private end whatever to pro- 
mote by immigration, he proceeds to show how essential it is to the moral 


welfare of the existing labourers of Trinidad. Mr. Burnley thinks that 
the moral character of the labourers has greatly depreciated since the 
commencement of freedom. In this respect he differs from ail the other 
witnesses examined, both those who speak of Trinidad, and those who 
respecting the other colonies. This depreciation in morals, he 
ts for by the help of the old ascetic doctrine that money is the 
of all evil. ‘ They, (i.e. the labourers,) are enabled,’ says Mr. 
, ‘to make more money than is good and advantageous for them, 
consider to be the great cause why, instead of advancing in moral 
provement, they are rather retrograding at the present moment.’ And 
, ‘I think it is in the school of domestic suffering that moral lessons 
are most deeply impressed upon the youthful mind.’ The remedy which 
Mr. Burnley proposes for this moral deterioration of the Trinidad la- 
bourers is, an unlimited introduction of labourers from Africa, till wages 
can be reduced to such a point, that their ‘domestic sufferings’ will 
begin to improve their morals. We suppose, too, as Mr. Burnley holds 
poverty so sure a guarantee for virtue, that he expects to find in the wild 
Africans, so poor as not to have shirts to their backs, lofty examples of 
moral excellence for the contemplation of the degenerate creoles of Tri- 
nidad! Did it never occur to Mr. Burnley, that the shortest way to ac- 
complish this great scheme of moral reform, would be, to re-establish the 
system of slavery in all its ancient severity? If ‘domestic sufferings’ 
are so productive of virtue, surely the slaves of the old times ought to 
have been the most virtuous people in the world! It would be a pity, 
however, that Parliament should sacrifice the morals of the proprietors of 
Trinidad for the sake of improving the labourers, Those moral reforms 
are most permanent which commence with the highest class. If what 
Mr. Burnley says of the losses of the Trinidad proprietors be true, and if 
it be true that poverty and ‘ domestic suffering’ are such generators of 
virtue, we may expect shortly to see the proprietors of Trinidad, with 
Mr. Burnley at their head, reaching a moral eminence which they have 
never yet attained. That there is, or lately was, ample room for im- 
provement in this respect, is perfectly well known. Would it not be 
cruel in the extreme for the Secretary for the Colonies to enable the said 
planters ‘ to make more money than is good and advantageous for them,’ 
and thus to plunge them again into those depths of wickedness and dissi- 
pation, from which, taking for granted Mr. Burnley’s facts and theories, 
they must by this time be so hopefully emerging? It is strange that a 
man so anxious about the morals of the labourers, should be so totally 
careless of his own ! 


Foreign Entelligence. 

FRANCE.—Ricar or Szarcu.—We give so much of the pro- 
ceedings of the French Chambers, on the question of the Right of Search, 
as will enable our readers to understand the ground upon which the great 
debate on this subject has been carried on. The paragraph, in reply to 
the King’s Speech, reported by the Commission of the Chamber of Peers, 
is as follows :— 

‘* Your Majesty is satisfied with the relations existing between this 
Government and foreign Powers. In concert with your allies, your 
Majesty watches over the repose of the East. The Christians of Syria 
were entitled to our solicitude: they never claimed in vain the protection 
of France. We are happy to hear what has been done for their just and 
holy cause; they will long recollect that new blessing.”’ 

The amendments moved were as follows :-— 

By M. de Brigode.—‘‘ We congratulate the Government of your Ma- 
jesty for not ratifying a convention which would have proved, for the in- 
dependence of the French flag, an aggravation of the treaties of 1831 and 
1833.” 

By the Prince of Moskowa.—‘‘ We hope that the wisdom of your Ma- 
jesty will suggest the expediency of taking into consideration the opinion 
which has manifested itself respecting the right of mutual visitation sti- 
pulated in the treaties of 1831 and 1833.” 

By the Marquis de Turgot.—‘‘ Those good relations would be better 
insured still, if, on a new examination of the treaties of 1831 and 1833, it 
was agreed to remove the inconveniences which their execution has in 
some measure rev: See ; 

The debate was terminated on Wednesday, the 25th of January: the 
amendments having been defeated, the original paragraph was carried by 
117 to 33—majority, 84. 

The paragraph reported by the Commission in the Chamber of Depu- 
ties was as follows :—‘‘ United by a sentiment of humanity, the Powers 
are applying themselves to the suppression of the infamous traffic in 
slaves. We have seen with satisfaction, that in perseveringly lending to 
this just undertaking the concurrence of France, your Government has 
not given its assent to an extension of the existing treaties. For the 
strict and loyal execution of these conventions, and that they shall not be 

ted from, we rely on the vigilance and firmness of your Govern- 
ment. But, struck with the inconveniences which experience has revealed, 
and even in the interest of that good understanding which is necessary 
for the accomplishment of the common object, we anxiously look forward 
to the moment when our commerce shall be replaced under the exclusive 
superintendence of our own flag.”’ 

Three amendments were proposed. One by Colonel de L’Espinasse, 
who adopted the first two phrases of the paragraph, but recommended 
the substitution for the two last of the following :— 

. “ But, conscious of the serious inconveniences which these very con- 
ventions have created, and even’in the interest of that gogd understand- 
ing amongst nations so necessary for the accomplishment of the common 
object, we anxiously look forward to the moment when new negotiations 
shall havereplaced Frenchtradeunder the exclusive surveillance of our flag.’’ 

The two other amendments differed from that of Colonel de L’Espi- 
nasse only in the last sentence. ¢ 

- M. Chasseloup Laubat expressed a wish that ‘‘ negotiations, followed 
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with prudence and conviction, should replace the French trade under the 








exclusive surveillance of the national flag ;”’ and M. Hello suggested the 
of introducing into the paragraph a hope that the Govern- 

oo siren: aie aan “active care’ to the attainment of that desirable 
On Thursday, the 2nd of February, the amendments were negatived 
without a division, the chamber rising almost en masse, in favour of the 


original paragraph. 
Miscellanea. 


Staver Capturep.—The Fantome, 16, Commander P. G. 
Haymes, took a prize into Rio de Janeiro, on the 2nd September, having 
on board 337 slaves. The crew of the slaver escaped from her, and 
landed with some difficulty in the surf. The pinnace of the Fantome had 
previously been fired upon, while at anchor off Ilha Grande, and one of 
her crew severely wounded. They were in a little cove near the estate of 
a man named Yoemdelias, reputed to be extensively engaged in the traffic 
of slaves. The Commodore has addressed a very spirited remonstrance 
on the subject of this outrage, to the Brazilian authorities, but the result 
has not yet transpired. We learn by the Crane packet, which left Rio de 
Janiero on the 13th ult., that the prize had been condemned and was to 
proceed with her living cargo to Demerara, under the charge of Lieutenant 
Lang. The Fantome was then employed in cruizing. 








Destruction or Stave Factrorirs.—The Madagascar, 44, 
Captain John Foote, was at Ascension on the 14th of October. A fur- 
ther destruction of barracoons has taken place on the coast of Africa, in 
which operation three men of Her Majesty’s ship Madagascar were 
killed, and one severely wounded, by the natives. The following is an 
extract from a private letter, from the Madagascar, dated Aug. 29th, 1842: 
—Captain Foote has lately been putting in force some very strong mea- 
sures for the abolition of slavery. On the 22nd of May a party of 
mariners landed at Kabenda, at 5 a. m., and took possession of three 
barracoons, and sent on board 956 slaves, destroyed all stores, and burned 
the whole of the premises to the ground. On the 31st of May, landed 
again at Ambriz, and took 260 slaves, destroying two barracoons, and all 
stores; and on the 5th of June sent three boats up the river Congo, 
where they destroyed two barracoons, and all stores. This has been a 
great loss to the Spaniards and Portuguese at St. Paulo de Loando. The 
slaves have been sent to St. Helena, where we shall soon follow, after 
having been to a few more slave establishments. 


DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Tue following contributions have been received during the past 
month, and are hereby gratefully acknowledged :— 
Donations. Subs. 
Southwark Ladies’ Negro Friend and Anti-Slavery 
Society ......... " 





snesd Sodwedewadececws 38.:0 © 
Harpenden, Curtis, James.........-s0-+-ee00. ——— —s 1 1 0 
Chesham, Pryor, Samuel P. ........0eeseeeeee ee ee 
Stoke Newington Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Association 15 0 0 
Cambridge, Forster, Richard.................. 10 0 0 
Belfast, Calder, F. A....... 100 


Coalbrook Dale, Bartlett, Rev. John, (two years) 


Darby, Richard - 
Darby, Lucy o 
Darby, Abraham ” 
Darby, Alfred ie 
Darby, Mary * 


Dickinson, Barnard + 
Dickinson, Henry and Deborah 


(two years) 
Graham, Thomas (two years) .. 
Norris, William ye ] 
Reynolds, Hannah ” 
Rose, Ann 1 


HILITT UIT 


Sankey, Elizabeth 
Ward, John (two years) 
Cheltenham, Camps, Mr........... 
Capper, R. 2. .0..cccecccccece ce 
BG Ds ch ba oc nennee 06 saas 
TAN The oo i bo 0 Vaw-eaoa od owes 
EAE, DOU 6 0.6 6 6's cae c eeeees ep 
MEU Fo 5 Baise dss eciseeewee che 
eh reer er rere 
Thicke, Mr. .. 0... ..ccceeesseeee 
Balance from last year’s account.... 13 11 0 
Hertford, Cole, James .......eescecesceeeees ————— 
Manser, William ...........-ee00.. 
Pollard, William .......eeceees eens 
Shillitoe, Richard... ............sse6 
Borham, Elizabeth ........cccecees 
TMI Be Baas. 6 o:0.0%ew'te:cere cies 0s 
Ns ling SUM a's 00's 5-00 5000s ene 
Ware, Cranstone, George... ......cecccceccecs 
a RR RO ee ere 
DRE a peer 
FONG, Ba Ts o0'0)s 66 06 onesies oc ccecee os 
Hull Mechanics’ Institution ............... 
Halstead, Vaizey, G. D.- Hain oo... ccccccsccces 
Brighton, Hack, Daniel P. .. 22.20.00 s000 0000 
Stoke Newington, Rosling, Ann .............. ———— 0. 10 :«0 


Postscrirt.— Wednesday Morning, February 8th.—Tue 
West India Mail has just arrived, but too late for our present number. 
A rapid glance, however, at its contents does not discover any facts or 
information of striking importance. The Coolies in British Guiana are 
ce gi to India in a body, their period of service having ter- 
minated. 
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